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INTRODUCTION

Many of the Telugu works of the age of classics, are
either translations or adaptations of Sanskrit classics. At
the end of Puranic era in Telugu literature may be seen the
emergence of Prabandhas which are marked by a spirit of
independence. This Prabandha type of Poetry reached its
high watermark in the poem ¢ Vasucaritramu’ composed by
Ramardjabhiisapa alias Prabandhankam Mirti Raju. He
was the most honoured court poet of Aliya Ramaraya
(1541—1565 A.D.) and his brother and successor Tirumala-
devaraya (1565—1571 A.D.) who ruled Vijayanagara empire,
Ramarzjabhiligana was unrivalled in the literary craftsmanship
and in the knowledge of the art of music as well. As such
we find in his ¢ Vasucaritrama’ a harmonious blending of
these two fine arts. Ramarijabhilisana moulded and directed
both animate and inanimate characters in a suggestive
manner and shaped his poem as one of the best Dhvanikavyas,
It is not an exaggeration to say that none else had such a
mastery of the art of music and the double-entendre as
Ramarajabhisapa had. His influence on the later Telugu
literature can be estimated by the countless imitations of
his great classic. ‘Vasucaritramu’ has not only attracted the
Telugu writers but also the poets in other languages. It has
been translated into Indian languages like Sanskrit, Tamil,
Kannada and also a foreign language like English to some
extent.* This is really a matter for pride and privilege to
the Andhras and their language,

Some historians and literary critics opine that Ramaraja-
bhTgapa might have been born about 1510 A D. and lived
upto 1580 A.D. They also think that this poem °Vasu-
caritramu’ though composed during the  age of Aliya

* For details see the introduction by Sri N, Venkata Rao to the
4th edition of Vasucaritramu, Vavilla, Madras 1954.
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Ramaraya (1541—1565 A.D.) was dedicated to Tirumala-
davaraya (1565—1571 A.D.) who succeeded the former after
the battle of Talikote in 1565 A.D. Vasucaritramu’ gained
immense popularity immediately. Adaptations and transla-
tions came into existence. Kilahastikavi was the first
writer to translate it into Sanskrit. Sridhara Perustri of
18th Century adapted the same story and composed a
Sanskrit drama, ¢ Vasumangalanatakam ' (Des. Cata. Oriental
Mss. Library, Madras. Vol. XXI, page 8497, No. 12659) to be
enacted on the occasion of the wedding of Minaksi and
Sundaraéwara the presiding deities at Madura. There is
anoher drama by name Vasucaritra (Tri. Cata. Oriental Mss,
Library Madras, Vol. X-B, page 8292, R. No.8738) composed
by Babanrpala whose exact date is not known. There is
another Ms. of this drama by Babanrpala in the Andhra
Sahitya Parisat Mss, Library (No. 4461) at Kakinada. The
beginnings of these two manuscripts as described in the
catalogues are not identical. There are many more impor-
tant points of further research regarding this drama and its
author, The influence of ‘Vasucaritramu’ on Telugu literature
can be readily understood when it is noted that it exerted so
much influence on even Sanskrit writers.

There are two manuscripts of this Vasucaritra Campi in
the T.M.S. S.M. Library, Tanjore (Des. Cata. Vol. VII,
Pages 3150—3163, No. 4146 & 4147). The first one is a
paper Ms. in Devanagari Script and the second one is a
palmleaf Ms. in Telugu Characters. The former seems to
be a copy of the latter Ms. A small error has crept into the
description in the catalogue. The author of the Original
Telugu Vasucaritramu is mentioned as Srinatha instead of
Ramarzjabhfisana. Those who do not know anything about
Telugu Vasucaritramu especially the non-Andhras may
wrongly think that the author of this Telugu classic is
Srinatha which is not a fact. When Dr. K. Suprasan-
nacarya was doing research under my supervision on the
subject “Ramarajabhiisana and his works” he procured a copy



of this Ms. for a comparative study from Tanjore, My efforts
from that time onwards to edit and publish this work have
become fruitful to-day in this manner. The credit of
introducing this work and its author for the first time
goes to late M. R. Kavi, a great research scholar who
published a notice under the title ¢ Puspagjali’ in the Andhra
Patrika Ugadi Saficika in 1917 A.D,

The author of this work Kalahastikavi was a devotee of
the Goddess S$ri Kamaksi of Kafici. He mentioned this in
the beginning and end of every canto and in the colophons
as well. He paid his homage in the prologue to Varadarija
guru I-18, and to Appaya Diksita I-19, his teacher and
initiator into spiritual learning. We do not know the
details about Varadarija guru; but Appaya Dikisita who lived
during 1554—1626 A. D. is well known as a great exponent
of Saivism. He wasa great rhetorician and a prolific writer.
He was honoured by Vira Verkatapatiriya II who ruled
Vijayanagara empire during 1586—1614 A.D. If we presume
that the disciple Kzlahastikavi was twenty years junior in
ageto his teacher Appaya Diksita we can conclude that
Kalahastikavi might have been born round about 1574 A.D.
If we presume further that he translated this work between
his 40th and 45th years we may conclude that it originated
sometime between 1614—1619 A.D. Kailahastikavi gave no
particulars of his ancestry and family in this work. However
we can gather some more details about him from the works
of his contemporaries and successors.

There is a Telugu poem called “ Gadhgyopakhyanamu
by Reviri Anantanarya (Tri. Cata. of Telugu Mss. in- the
Oriental Mss. Library Madras Part I1I, Page 61, No. 18).
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This is dedicated to Krsnardja, the ruler of Selam. The
geneology of the author as described in this work is as
follows.

Reviiri Kalahastikavi (Kaundinya gotra)

Linga kavi
| |
Kalahasti Anantaya Ekamra Guruva  Sivanada
kavi, (author) kavi, kavi. kavi,

Anantava’s son was also named Kailahastikavi whose son
AnantayaII composed érimusr_xamahztmyam and S'ivarahasya-
khandam. I presume that the first member of this Ravari
family and the grand-father of Anantaya i.e., Kalahastikavi
and the author of this Vasucaritra Campid are the same.
If it is so, the surname of our Kailahastikavi is Réviri
and he belonged to Kaundinyagotra and Apastamba sftra.
Another Telugu work called “ Mitravindaparinayamu ” (Des.
Cata. of Telugu Mss. in the Oriental Mss. Library Madras
Vol.II, page 833, No. 645) composed by Kundurti Venkatacala
kavi also throws some light on the Revari family, We learn
from Kundurti Venkatacalakavi’s prologue that his great
grand-father Ahobalamantri was honoured by the Gajapatis
and his grand-father Govindaya having composed “Bharati-
paripayam’’ dedicated it to Vira Venkatapatiraya who shower-
ed many honours on the author. We also learn that his
father Ramaya was an intimate friend of Cokkanithanayaka
of Madura and the author Venkaticalakavi himself received
gold, jewels and a palanquin from Vijayaranga Cokka-
nathanayaka of Madura. Besides this we learn further that
the author was a disciple of Révari Kalahastikavi whose

scholarship and literary merits he praised in unequivocal
terms.

There are thus three persons with the same name
Kalahastikavi in the Réviri family. One is the progenitor
and the second one is his grandson and the third one is the
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nephew of the second Kalahastikavi. “We do not exdctly
know which of these was the teacher of Kundurti Venkatacala
kavi. The statement that Ananataya’s grand-father Govindaya
dedicated his ‘ Bharatiparipayam ’ to Vira Venkatapatiraya,
leads us to presume that Govindaya and Kalahastikavi the
translator of ‘Vasucaritramu' were contemporaries, since
Kalahastikavi too lived in the reign of Vira Venkatapatiraya
along with his teacher Appaya Diksita. But there is a small
hitch in this presumption. We do not exactly know
whether it was Venkatapatiraya II (1586-1614) or Venkatapati-
riya III (1630-1642) who honoured Govindaya. Moseover
Verkatacalakavi mentioned that his father was a close friend
of Cokkanathanayaka and that he himself received many
bounties from Vijayaranga Cokkanathanzyaka. It is again
a problem whether these two Cokkanathanzyakas are identical
or different, for one Cokkanithandyaka ruled over Madura
from 1659 to 1682 and his grandson Vijayaranga Cokkanatha-
nayaka ruled over the same country from 1706 to 1732 A.D.
If Kundurti Venkatacalakavi was honoured by Vijayaranga
Cokkanathanayaka of Madura (1706-1732 A.D.) his teacher
Kalahastikavi can not be identical with his namesake, the
present author who was the disciple of Appaya Diksita
(1554-1626 A.D.) who was honoured by Vira Venkatapatiraya
11 (1686-1614 A.D.).

There is another Sanskrit author with the name Kalahasti
kavi. He is Kalahasti Dikgita,author of “Srikilahastigavilasa*”
a Saiva work. He is mentioned by Satstbala Brahmananda
in his “Lingadbaranacandriki” and by Buddhiraju
Perayamatya inhis ‘Sattvikabrahmavidyavilasanirasanamu”
(Des. Cata. of Telugu Mss. in the Oriental Mss. Library
Madras Vol. IX, Page 2543, No. 2262). It is possible that the
present author Kalahastikavi being a disciple of Appaya
Diksita might have performed yajfia and thereby become

1. Edited and Published by Sri M. Viresalinge Sastri, Warangal, 1931
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Diksita. He too might have become a Saiva exponent like
his teacher Appaya Diksita and thus composed this Saiva
work “Srikalahastidavilasa”, I presume so because our
author was a student of staunch Saivite Appaya Diksita
as well as a devotee of Srikalahastiéwara as mentioned in
the prologue of Vasucaritram (I-21) My presumption is
further based on the internal evidence provided by the present
work. Kalahastikavi being a staunch Saivite has made small
changes here and there in his translation of Vasucaritra
according to his religious temperament and sentiment as
against the spirit of the original, lest the supremacy of Siva
and his consort Sarvani may be lessened. He mot only
introduced the words “ Siva Siva’’ as a mark of lamentation
in the verse IV-III, though its original verse IV-94 in Telugu
Vasucaritramu deos not contain it, but also deleted the words
“Hari Hari”’ as an exclamatory mark found in the verse
V-4 in the Telugu Vasucaritramu from its translation in verse
V-5. In the original, verse V-87 describes the heroin Girika,
how she excells even the Goddesses Sarvani, Saci and Vani.
While translating this verse Kalahastikavi dropped the word
Sarvani and changed it to Wsfg=fisar (V-107). The verse
V-115 in the original, describes Girika as ®faW&@. But
Kalahastikavi changed it to % in his translation (V-135)
to avoid comparison of the heroin to ¥} the supreme
Goddess according to his cult. Kalahastikavi was a devotee
of Kamaksi and Kalahasti Dikgita was a devotee of
Caudegwari, Both were staunch Saivites and devotees of
Srikalahastiéwara. As such my presumption. But at the
same time I cannot exactly say whether Kalahastikavi and
Kalahasti Diksita are identical or mot. This is the only
historical information regarding the author that is available
to us till now.

Though Kalahastikavi did translate Telugu Vasucari-
tramu into Sanskrit he has not mentioned anything either
about the original work or about its author. It is strange
be ‘has not even acknowledged that it is a translation.



When he translated the particular verse (I-17) -describing

the greatness of Telugu literature as given to Ramaraja-
bhilsana he could have at least mentioned that this work is a
translation. Though he left off the verses describing the
geneology of Tirumaladevaraya he has faithfully translated
all the verses in praise of the Gods and Goddesses and the
ancient Sanskrit and Telugu authors in the prologue. The
rest of the text is common and true to its original. This
Sankrit Vasucaritra is divided into six cantos like its original
in Telugu.

Kalahastikavi did his best to bring out the original
beauties like suggestion, double-entendre and Sabdalarikaras
in his translation. He succeeded in his efforts to a great
extent. Wherever he could not incorporate the Yamakas and
other Sabdalankaras in verses as Rimarzjabhisana did in the
original, he attempted to introduce them at least in prose.
He left off some of the beauties which can only be brought
out through the use of Telugu words. He could not also
succeed in bringing out the Sabhangaélesas. It is almost
impossible for anybody to bring out all the nuances of a
language in,a translation. Inspite of such shortcomings
Kalahastikavi succeeded to a great extent in translating the
Telugu classic and for that he must be commended.

Though Kalahastikavi translated the original faithfully
to a great extent, he also showed independence in some parts
of his work. He has left off certain portions completely and
introduced some new ideas in some others. The last words and
phrases in the prose portions of 1-13, 82, 93 ; II - 12, 28, 74
111, 189; III -4, 105, 107, 127, 147, 254 ; 1V - 18, 20, 32,
55, 94 etc. are not found in the original. With a view to
employ $abdalankaras Kalahastikavi introduced some new
words at the end of these prose portions. In the same way
he introduced certain words and ideas in the following verses
not found in the original. Hdtgadlaer far (I1-41); @df
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(I1-136); gFiesier qromge (11 - 144) ; wueTRr: (11 -
147); weTsdlg (111 - 180); The complete verse (III - 202) ;
ghwar Jaar (IV-34); fed (IV-62); T (V-29);
quRResar (V - 83); waFRIeAg (V - 89); &Fr (V - 113);
the complete verse (V-149); sfafdisesan (VI- 84);
frgare (VI -62): and much of the portion in the verse
VI - 111 etc, are new.

Besides leaving the verses describing the geneology of
Tirumaladevaraya from the first canto, Kalahastikavi left off
the 27th and 28th stanzas from the Vrsabhagatiragada of
111 - 149, the complete verse IV - 99, the four long lines
from the verse IV - 124, the last line of the verse V - 68, the
information and intricacies regarding the art of music in
verse V - 69 and the whole verse V - 90 from the original.
The verses 91, 94, 187 and 203 in the III canto are not true
translations, Kalahastikavi, in the verses mentioned above
and the like took some license in his translation. He could
not also bring out all the beauties in the following verses.
1-16; III - 86, 157, 187; 1V -124, 62, 99; V - 41; VI-61, 72
etc. Mereover verses I-59, 74; II-151, 187, 188, 197;
TII - 3, 36, 37, 63, 175, 223; IV -89, 102, 127, 148, 153;
V-9,19, 43, 80, 84, 120, 121; VI - 134 etc. are weak in
sense and expression as compared with the originals.

It is either on account of prosodical restrictions or the
impact of Telugu tradition and language peculiarities that
Kalahastikavi used incorrect Karakas in certain places, with
which the Sanskrit grammar does not generally agree. Like-
wise be has employed some ungrammatical forms also. In
verses I -70; IIT-205; 1V - 179, 96, 155; V -125: VI- 11,
72 the Karakas are not in accordance with the Sanskrit
tradition, In verse IT - 50 instead of A&l the author
used the masculine form aRYE on account of the prosodical
restrictions. In verse III-144 §N is used as FERIT
instead of §FIUR. In verse IV -80 the masculine form
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AR is used instead of its feminine form, I have retained
them without making any alteration while editing.

By this it does not at all mean that Kalahastikavi has
failed to bring out all the literary beauties of the Telugu
Vasucaritramu in his translation, The facts that he was a
disciple of Appaya Diksita and that he launched upon trans-
lating the master piece of a great scholarpoet like Ramaraja-
bhiisana are enough to prove his scholarship and equipment
to translate such a work. The difficult verses III - 75, 173,
184; IV -49,116; V-92; VI-105 112 etc. are some of
the examples which definitely indicate his mastery in trans-
lation. Moreover verses III - 217, IV - 88, and V-147 etc.
hold testimony to his excelling even the original in beauty
of thought and expression.

As Kalahastikavi happened to be an Andhra he
introduced in this work, the peculiar prosodical features of
Telugu poetry like Yati and Prasa, which are not necassary
for Sanskrit. He has also called the different cantos as
Aéwasas instead of Ullasas which is common to Sanskrit
Campiikivyas. Yatiin Telugu prosody’unlike in Sanskrit
requires the repetition of either the same or its related initial
sound, in a fixed place of each line. Kalahastikavi observed
this type of Yati in the following verses. I-109;1II -8, 15,
22,163, 20v; III- 26, 48, 63, 74, 83, 89, 102, 137, 139, 208,
218, 223, 224, 234, 237; IV - 34, 51, 58, 62, 70, 78, 83, 87,
93, 96, 99, 102, 105, 107, 109, 123, 154, 156; V - 11, 15, 21,
24, 50, 51, 64,'83, 105, 133, 136, 146 ; VI - 39, 40, 44, 45,
46, 63, 67, 113, 129, 138, 149, 160 etc. The second letter
(consonant) of a Padyapada is called Prasa in Telugu prosody.
The same letter should recur as the second letter in all the
four lines of a Telugu stanza. If a poet maintains two letters
common to all Padas it is called Dviprasa and if there are
three it is called Triprasa and so on. The following are the

verses where Kalahastikavi observed Prasas ‘peculiar to
v—1I
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Telugu prosody. I - 81, 85,114, 117; II- 32,36, 144, 167,
187, 193, 195, 197,204; III -2, 5, 13, 19, 20, 35, 44, 69, 74,
75,103, 113, 116, 117,119, 120, 148, 161, 168, 170, 208, 223}
IV -2, 45, 46, 57, 59, 97, 136; V-22, 117, 118, 120;
VI'- 96, 108, 117, 136, 139 etc.

Kilahastikavi by observing the same _S'abdilaﬁkaras,
alliterations, Yati Prasas and other verbal eligances of the
original in certain more places, demonstrated his ability to
perform such a difficult feat required in the necessarily hard
task of translation. While the original verse II - 26 contains
words beginning with  its translation ‘verse II - 30 "also
dontains words beginning with §. The original verse II - 144
and its translation II - 193 contain ‘A" Prasa. The original
verse II - 1561 and its translation II - 204 contain ‘¢ Prasa.
The original verse III - 152 and its translation III - 210
contains ‘%’ Prasa preceded by $ig@N. The original verses
III - 166 and 171 and their translations III - 229 and 236
respectwely, contain words beginning with ‘% . The original
verse III - 185 and its translation III - 268 contain ‘s’ Prasa.
The original verse IV - 38 and its translation IV - 46 contain
Dviprasa. - The original verse V - 4 and its translation V - §
contain the word ‘&R’ in the beginning of four lines of the
stanza. The original verse V - 115 and its translation V -135
contain. the word ‘3f/%e1’ in the beginning of the four lines
of the stanza. While the original verse VI - 10 contains ¢ €
Prasa its translation VI - 34 also contains ‘=’ Prasa.

Where he did not observe the rules of the original he
either set for himself other rules or observed other
Sabdslankaras, While in the original verse I1I-46, there are
Muktapadagrastas and Antyaprasas, in the Sanskrit transla-
tion ITI-59 he tried to capture melody through the abundant
.repetltlon of words with the letter ‘&’. While the original
verse III -69 has Vrtyanuprdsas in the translation verses
I1I-83, 90 he observed the Yati and Prasa of the Telugu
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the beginning of each stanza I have given the number of the
corresponding stanza in original as it appears in the 4th
edition published by Vavillas, Madras 1954. In the prose
passage IV - 32 the phrase in the brackets ( fvari & a=In)
at the end, has been added by me. Otherwise there is the
possibility of the following stanzai.e. IV -33 to be mis-
construed as pertaining to Magijuvani instead of Girikadevi,
I.have also appended.the verse index at the end of the Text.
Kalahastikavi who has attempted to bring out the beauty
of the greatest among the Mahaprabandhas of Telugu, and
thereby proclaimed to the world the scholarship and the
genius of the Telugu people, is adorable to the Andhrass,
T consider myself extremely fortunate for getting this oppor-
tunity of editing and publishing this work.

I am greatful to my former student Dr. K. Supra
Sannacarya, my teacher Srimadacarya Raghunatha Cakravarti
and my friend V. Sundara Sarma for assisting me in editing
this work. Sri V. Sundara Sarma has not only prepared the
press copy but also shared the burden of correcting the proofss
Though T have been longing for editing and publishing this
work from a long time, it would not have been possible for
me to do it so soon without the generous help of Dr. D. Sada-
diva Reddi, Vice Chancellor Osmania University, who re-
commended and got for me a grant of Rs. 2350/— from the
University Grants Commission for its publication. I express
my gratitude to our Vice Chancellor and the authorities
guiding the U. G. C. I also wish to express my thanks to

the Managers, Rathnam Press, Madra.s for printing ‘this work
50 neatly.

1-8-117/2 Chikkadpall,

- Hyderabad-20 (A.P.)

15-4-1985
} B. RAMA RAJU
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